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It’s good to be here with you this morning … to fellowship, to connect, to study, to pray, and most of all, to come face-to-face with the Lord Jesus Christ through worship and as we dig into God’s Word.  And I’m glad you’re here too – because church just isn’t the same without you, and you’re not the same without the church.  

This morning in our study of MARK 3:16-35 we’ll meet the disciples, Jesus will be accused of being in cahoots with Satan as He’s casting demons out of people, and Jesus will also have a face-to-face confrontation with his mother and His brothers – during which time, He will redefine for them, and ultimately for us, what the word “family” means.  I mean we don’t usually get to pick our families do we?
ILLUSTRATION … In 1978, Thomas Hansen of Boulder Colorado, sued his parents for $350,000 on grounds of “malpractice of parenting.”  Hansen’s suit contended that his Dad and Mom had botched his upbringing so badly, that he would need years of costly psychiatric treatment.

Well, take a number and get in line Thomas!  Yes, parenting is oftentimes a synonym for “guilt”.  None of know how to be perfect parents.  All parents make mistakes, and we usually don’t get do-overs.  But most of us do the best we can at learning to combine boundaries with love, compassion with firmness, and truth with grace.  But not too long after Jesus began His three years of earthly ministry, His family came to Him and tried to get Him to come back to the carpentry shop … and this morning we’ll see that story.  So please take out your Bibles and turn with me to MARK 3:16 …

MARK 3:16-19 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

16 And He appointed the twelve:  Simon (to whom He gave the name Peter),
17 and James, the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of James (to them He gave the name Boanerges, which means, “Sons of Thunder”);
18 and Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot;
19 and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

Most of us know that there were originally twelve disciples, but how many of these twelve guys do we really know much about?  If I was to give you a test, I imagine that Jesus’ inner circle, the three disciples He was closest to, the three disciples whom Jesus appeared to have spent more time with, or at least, given more responsibility to during their three years of life and ministry together … that these three guys, Peter, James, and John would be the three that we’d know the most about.  And of course, most of us also know what Judas Iscariot’s role was in the Jesus-story.

But what about the other eight disciples?  Sad but true, we’re going to have to wait until we get to heaven to know much more about them than we already know.  Because as much of an honor as it was to have been chosen as one of the original twelve disciples of Jesus Christ, little beyond their names is known about these other eight.  The “Early Church Fathers”, was the name given, in large part by history, to a monastic order of Christian brothers living in the Middle East during the 2nd and the 6th Centuries … and many of the earliest Early Church Fathers were actual disciples of the original eleven disciples of Jesus, Mark tells us abut here in MARK 3:16-19.

To a large extent, the Early Church Fathers took the writings of The New Testament … the history of ACTS, the four Gospels of MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE, and JOHN, all thirteen of the letters of Paul, and all the other epistles, along with the book of REVELATION, and used them to shape the basic doctrines that Christians still accept as central and orthodox to what we believe as followers of Jesus Christ today.

Thanks to the writings of the Early Church Fathers, we know how most of the original disciples of Jesus Christ died … but other than that, most of their stories and their fame is reserved for heaven, where REVELATION 21:14 tells us that “their names are on the twelve foundations of God’s heavenly city.”  We know NOTHING about how or where these first three of the disciples died …

1. John (but we know he died sometime between 89-120 AD)
2. Bartholomew
3. Simon the Canaanite

But here’s a synopsis of what we know about how each of the other original nine disciples died.  Except for Judas Iscariot, who committed suicide, all eight of the remaining disciples died as martyrs for their faith in Jesus Christ, and at least two, brothers Peter and Andrew, are believed to have been crucified.

4. Simon Peter, died 33-34 years after the death of Jesus Christ.  There’s ample evidence that Peter and the apostle Paul were the co-founders of the church at Rome, and that Rome is where both of them died (about the same time) during the wave of persecution Emperor Nero brought upon the Christian Church in 67-68 AD.

All of the Early Church Fathers support that Peter was crucified.  And Early Church Father theologian and historian Origen writes that Peter felt he was unworthy to be martyred in the same way as his Lord and Master Jesus Christ, and was therefore, at his own request, crucified upside down.

5. James, the son of Zebedee … Often referred to as James the Less, James was put to death by Herod Agrippa I shortly before the day of the Passover, in the year 44 AD or about eleven years after the death of Christ (cf., ACTS 12: 1-2) … eleven years to the day after he’d celebrated the Last Supper with Jesus and his fellow disciples.

6. Andrew … No accurate date is known for Andrew’s death, but the Early Church Fathers say that Andrew preached in Scythia, in Greece, in Asia Minor, and in Thrace … and he’s sometimes reported to also have been crucified at Patrae in Achaia.

7. Philip … The Bible doesn’t say when Philip died, but according to the witness of the Early Church Fathers, Philip preached in Phrygia, and died in the ancient Greek city of Hierapolis.  

8. Matthew … He must have lived to a ripe old age, since he was the author of The Gospel of Matthew, which was written at least twenty years after the death of Christ … sometime after 53 AD.  There’s reason to believe that after Jesus’ resurrection, Matthew stayed in Jerusalem for about fifteen years, after which became a missionary to the Persians, Parthians and Medes.  And there’s a commonly held to legend that Matthew died a martyr in Ethiopia. 

9. Thomas … The 4th Century Early Church Fathers, say Thomas preached in Parthia or Persia (modern-day Iran), and was eventually martyred and buried at Edessa (in modern-day Turkey).  The Early Church Fathers of the 5th and 6th Centuries say Thomas traveled to India, and even further East, to what is now Western China.

10. James, son of Alpheus … We know this James lived at least five years after the death of Christ because he’s mentioned in ACTS 1:13.  But then according to the writings of the Early Church Fathers, this James (one of five or six in The New Testament) died when the Jerusalem scribes and Pharisees threw him off the Temple roof, stoned him, and then caved his head in with a fuller’s club, which was a tool used in the dying of cloth.

11. Jude, also called Thaddeus … According to the Early Church Fathers, Jude taught in Armenia, Syria, and Persia where he was eventually martyred.  Tradition tells us Jude was buried in Kara Kalisa – a city in what is now modern-day Iran. 

12. Judas Iscariot … Shortly after Jesus Christ’s crucifixion Judas killed himself.  According to MATTHEW 27:5 he hanged himself at Aceldama, on the southern slope of the Hinnom Valley, outside of Jerusalem, and in the act he fell off the edge of a cliff and landed on some boulders below.  

So I think you can see how, for the most part, this group of FAITHFUL, 1st Century disciples of Jesus Christ weren’t “famous” in any sense or definition of how we think of or define “fame” in the 21st Century.  And yet their lives, their courage, their obedience, and their sacrifice made a difference for all of eternity.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

As 21st Century Christians, you and I must learn to value, respect, and pursue heaven’s fame, instead of modern definitions of fame.

In v. 17, Mark leaves a “note for the Gentiles” who would be reading this Gospel, by translating Boanerges - which means Sons of Thunder, which was a reference to the fiery disposition of James and John we read about in LUKE 9:51-56 … as they wanted to avenge a horrible insult Jesus received from the Samaritans.

Throughout The New Testament the names of the twelve disciples are usually arranged in pairs … and they were probably listed this way because of the way Jesus nearly always sent them out two-by-two (cf., MATTHEW 18:20; MARK 6:7).

ILLUSTRATION … Would someone ask me, “Why did Jesus choose Judas?”  Great question.  I’m glad you asked … and the answer is I’m not exactly sure.  But I can think of three of the wrong answers.

1. Jesus didn’t choose Judas to be His disciple because He didn’t know how Judas would turn out.
2. Jesus didn’t choose Judas to be a disciple because there wasn’t anybody else for Him to choose from.
3. Jesus didn’t choose Judas to be a disciple because He wanted a scandalous person, or a “bad boy” to be part of His team – to kind of balance-out the “good guys.”

The other disciples did stupid things during their three years with Jesus too.  But as I wrestled with this question this past week I was reminded of a story one of my professors told me in seminary … one I’ve never forgotten …

ILLUSTRATION … A man once asked a great theologian, “Why did Jesus choose Judas Iscariot to be His disciple?”  The teacher thought about the question for a moment and then replied, “I don’t know, but I have an even harder question:  Why did Jesus choose me?”

Turn to the person next to you and nod your head “yes”.  By selecting the first people that Jesus picked to be His disciples … the twelve men we know about by name, and all the men, women, and children we don’t know about by name, I believe He wanted to SHOW AND TELL everyone throughout time that He WAS and IS committed to using regular people … people just like you and like me … in great ways, if we’ll simply allow Him to work through our lives … if we’ll just allow Him to replace our pride with humility, our sinfulness with righteousness, our arrogance with confidence, our stubbornness with surrender, and our brokenness with healing.

There’s no way Jesus could have picked any twelve people about whom the world would think would be less likely to become great leaders, great teachers, great prophets, or great evangelists for the church He was establishing.  When we read the stories about these initial twelve disciples and about how they’re so slow to catch on  and understand the purposes of Jesus, it’s encouraging to us, because of how often all of us are soooooooooo slow to understand God and His ways.

Someone once joked that Jesus picked these twelve guys because He wanted to keep an eye on them.  Maybe.  But, it’s obvious that eleven of these twelve DID GO ON AND DO GREAT THINGS FOR GOD, as they fulfilled the roles of apostles (sent out ones, church planters), missionaries, prophets, evangelists, and pastor-teachers (cf., EPHESIANS 4:11-12).

Gang, when you and I make choices, sometimes they’re GOOD, other times they’re BAD, and sometimes they’re SUPER BAD.  Why is that?  IT’S BECAUSE OUR KNOWLEDGE IS HUMAN, AND THEREFORE, IT’S LIMITED.  But God has no limitations on what He knows.  Seriously, if my knowledge was limitless like God’s, I’d go out right now and buy a lottery ticket.  And because I’d know exactly which numbers to choose, IT WOULDN’T BE GAMBLING, IT WOULD BE AN INVESTMENT.  AND JUST LIKE THAT, GOD PICKS WINNERS … LIKE YOU AND LIKE ME.

I don’t know what every one of us here this morning feels like.  But knowing what I know about humanity, and about woundedness, and about the hard times many of you are going through right now, I imagine there are some of us here this morning who are feeling kind of like LOSERS.  Some of us here this morning might have even had someone this past month, this past week, or even sooner, tell us that we’re a LOSER.

But friends, here’s the truth of the matter:  You’ve been chosen by the God of the Universe, by the God Who always sees things as they really are, Who always sees the big picture of what’s going on … and because He’s chosen you to know Him, and to love Him, and to serve Him … THAT MEANS YOU’RE A WINNER.

Oh how desperately you and I need to SEE and BELIEVE that everyone who names the Name of Jesus — regardless of our personalities, regardless of our weird little personal quirks — regardless of what kinds of extra baggage we’re carrying around —everyone who names the Name of Jesus Christ is a WINNER because we’ve been chosen by Him, and because we’ve responded by reaching back to Him and choosing Him.  And we need to treat ourselves and each other accordingly.  Let’s go on to vv. 20-21 …

MARK 3:20-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

20 And He came home, and the crowd gathered again, to such an extent that they could not even eat a meal.
21 When His own people heard of this, they went out to take custody of Him; for they were saying, “He has lost His senses.”

Evidently the crowds had gotten really big, and they were so pressed into Jesus and into the disciples that they didn’t have the time or the space to even stop ministering to take a moment and eat a meal.  The term His own people in v. 21, refers to Jesus’ actual family members, and not just to “the Jews” or to “anybody from Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth.”
The Early Church Fathers tell us that by this time, Jesus’ father, Joseph, had died … so this phrase His own people refers to Jesus’ earthly, human family … to Mary (), and to the other sons she birthed after the virgin birth of Christ – and there’s another reference to these brothers in MARK 3:31.  This verse might mean that Jesus had gone back to Nazareth … to the town of His birth, and where He grew up.  Or it could mean that Jesus had gone back to Capernaum, which was about 30 miles East of Nazareth, which even by this early chapter in His ministry, had become His “home base” … and that Jesus’ family had traveled from Nazareth to Capernaum.

But in either case, because Jesus grew up in Galilee and lived out much of His three years of public ministry there, there were a lot of people in the area who knew Him before this time when His popularity was growing.

So as Jesus’ ministry is expanding, and as the demands people are putting onto Him and onto His disciples are ramping up … even to the point that they don’t have time to eat … is it any wonder Jesus’ family came to Him and said, “He's gone nutty”?  I’m all for self-care and for boundaries … and so the take-away from this passage isn’t that we need to be so focused on ministry that we don’t take time to eat.  Rather, the take-away is that as sold-out followers of Jesus Christ, we need to be living in ways that cause people to shake their heads and wonder what’s wrong with us.  What am I talking about?  Here’s I’m talking about …

· When you sell everything to go be a missionary … full-time or short-time … and the world thinks you’re nuts.

· When you choose a major in college that you believe God is calling you towards, even though some of the influential people in your life tell you that you should go in another direction … and these same people believe you’re not being smart about your future.

· When you spend your one-week of annual vacation to help build a family a house in Teccate, Mexico … and your co-workers think that the cheese has slid off your cracker.

· When you give the little that you have to someone who has nothing, … and the world thinks you're truly out of your mind.

Imagine what Jesus’ family REALLY thought about Him.  I mean, what did Jesus do that probably made some of His family think He was out of His mind?

· Jesus left His family carpenter shop in Nazareth to become a homeless, itinerant rabbi.  Who was going to run the shop?  You know Jesus never cut a board too short, or hit His thumb with a hammer!

· Huge crowds had started to follow Jesus, and His family knew how that kind of fame, attention, and celebrity could go to someone’s head (MARK 3:7-8).  The Jews of Jesus’ day had seen other “Messiahs” come and go.  Would this happen with Jesus?

· The political and religious leaders of Jesus’ day plotted to murder Him, but He didn’t back down (MARK 3:6).  His family was probably afraid for Jesus’ sake.  What would happen to Him?  Would He live?

· Jesus picked such an incredibly unlikely group of disciples that His judgment was questioned (MARK 3:13-19).  Seriously.  Look at the person next to you and say, “Jesus picked you?”

· But there was one last straw:  The pressures of this incredible ministry that Jesus had just embarked on made Him miss regular mealtimes.  Come on Jesus.  Take care of Yourself!

Here’s the deal … when you and I are following hard after God … and when our priorities start to become different than the worlds, we can LOOK a little strange, SOUND a little strange, and ACT a little strange.  The world is saying, “Take care of yourself.  Look out for number one” … and this message is majorly in conflict with what Jesus tells us to do when He calls us as His followers to deny ourselves, and to serve and love Him and other people (LUKE 9:23-24).  And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

When you follow God's path and God’s plans, you run the risk of some people thinking you’ve lost your senses.  And that’s okay.  

MARK 3:22-27 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 The scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.”
23 And He called them to Himself and began speaking to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan?
24 “If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand.
25 “If a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.
26 “If Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but he is finished!
27 “But no one can enter the strong man’s house and plunder his property unless he first binds the strong man, and then he will plunder his house.

For Jesus, LISTENING TO GOD, TALKING WITH GOD, and then DOING WHAT GOD TOLD HIM TO DO, and BEING WHAT GOD TOLD HIM TO BE … these were the most important, beautiful, daring, courageous, magnificent things Jesus could do.
Friends, let’s follow Jesus’ example … let’s grow up before we grow old … let’s move toward the maturity in Jesus Christ we know will change our lives and help us become the people of God we long to become … the people of God who actually pray for people who need prayer, who actually share their money, their time, and their very lives with others, people, who like Jesus, love doing practical and sacrificial things for the kingdom of God … things that energize us because we’re doing them WITH GOD AND FOR GOD.  Will you join me in pursuing and living this kind of “with-God life”?

The scribes who traveled 60something miles north, from Jerusalem to Capernaum as an official “OBSERVE AND ASSESS TEAM” of religious professionals said, “Jesus is possessed by Beelzebul.  He casts out the demons by the ruler of the demons.”  They’d been sent to come back with an official verdict – and their opinion carried a lot of weight with a whole bunch of people.  Beelzebul was the name of a pagan Philistine deity believed to be the prince of demons, and his name meant “the God of the dung heap” or “the Lord of the flies”.  Quite the accusation, right?  And this wasn’t the only time Jesus was insulted like this.

In JOHN 10:20 Jesus was told that He had a demon.  In JOHN 8:48 Jesus was told that He was a demon possessed Samaritan.  In JOHN 8:41 Jesus was told that He was born out of adultery.  And in LUKE 7:34 Jesus was told that He was a glutton, an alcoholic, and a friend of tax collectors and sinners.

But before the Jewish Religious Leaders could destroy Jesus, they thought that first they had to discredit Him in the eyes of all the people who were following Him and beginning to call Him their “rabbi” or, their “teacher.”  And I love how Jesus responds to their accusation, because His words tell them that if He was an agent of Satan, and if He was working against Satan, then surely Satan’s kingdom was in the midst of a civil war and wouldn’t be around for long – because as twisted and evil as Satan was, He doesn’t work against himself.

And so Jesus answers their charge that He’s in partnership with Satan with a short little PARABLE that told them that, “He wasn’t under Satan … but that in fact, just the opposite … and that He was proving that He was stronger than Satan.”  A PARABLE is a story in which the characters usually aren’t given actual names, but where they represent real people and real truths and morals.  And in this first Jesus-parable in MARK, Satan is the strong man, who guards what belongs to him.  And Jesus’ ministry, both in the case of casting the demon out of the man who was mute, and in the broader sense, was a ministry of disarming and defeating this strong man.

When Jesus said in v. 27, I will plunder his house, He’s looking at every life ever delivered from Satan’s domination and saying, “I’m defeating the kingdom of Satan one life at a time.”  And friends, there is nothing in your life or in my life … no hurt, no habit, or no hang-up that has to stay under Satan’s domination, because the One who binds the strong man and plunders his house is the Lord Jesus Christ.

In EPHESIANS 2:2 Satan is referred to as “the prince of the power of the air”.  But gang, here’s the deal … even though sin and Satan were conquered by Jesus Christ when He died on the cross, Satan’s still in control of this evil world that’s in rebellion against God until Jesus returns and casts Satan into the Lake of Fire when He establishes His Millennial Kingdom.  Like John wrote in FIRST JOHN 5 …

FIRST JOHN 5:19 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

19 We know that we are children of God and that the world around us is under the control of the evil one.

In this one-verse parable in v. 27, Jesus tells us that Satan wants to control our families, our friends, and our neighbors … and take captive our joy, our health, and our blessings.  And so what have we got to do?  Before we can snatch control of these thing back out of Satan’s hands … before we can be freed from Satan’s grasp, and before we can release resources from Satan’s influence, we’ve first got to bind the strong man.  And this binding of the strong man is done when we come to God in prayer.  I love what pastor-teacher Jon Courson writes about this …

Too often we rush in to rescue or reclaim without first binding Satan through prayer.  We can do more than pray, but we can’t do anything until we pray.

To think you don’t have time to pray is as foolish as thinking that, because you have places to go, things to do, and people to see, that you don’t have time to stop for gas for your car — even though the needle on the gauge is to the left of “EMPTY.”

If you’re witnessing or serving without praying, you’re fighting a battle you’re sure to lose.  The strong man must be bound.  Prayer must be given priority.

MARK 3:28-30 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

28 “Truly I say to you, all sins shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter;
29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”—
30 because they were saying, “He has an unclean spirit.”

The word blasphemies in v. 28, refers to the worst form of slander possible … it’s speaking false, evil and wounding words about someone.  And to do this against God’s Holy Spirit – in fact, against any of the three members of the Triune God, is described here and in the other Gospels (ie., LUKE 12:10) as “unforgiveable.”  Jesus didn’t tell His hearers that day that they’d committed this sin.  Rather, He warned them against committing it.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON …

As followers of Jesus Christ, we’ve got to have discernment about what’s going on in our lives, about who is in control, about who we’re surrendering to, and about who we need to embrace and who we need to put off.

The work of the Holy Spirit is to convict us of our sin, and to reveal Jesus Christ as the answer for our forgiveness.  The Holy Spirit bears witness to us of Jesus Christ.  Now, if you’re anything like me, then while the Holy Spirit has been drawing you to God, you may have rejected Jesus Christ many times before you finally began listening to Him.  But aren't you glad that God didn't forsake you when you rejected Him the first time He called you?  Aren't you glad that in LUKE 12:10 Jesus said, “Anyone who speaks against the Son of Man can be forgiven … ?”

MARK 3:31-35 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

31 Then His mother and His brothers arrived, and standing outside they sent word to Him and called Him.
32 A crowd was sitting around Him, and they said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are outside looking for You.”
33 Answering them, He said, “Who are My mother and My brothers?”
34 Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He said, “Behold My mother and My brothers!
35 ”For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

In MARK 3:21 we read that Jesus’ family wanted to do an intervention on Him because they thought He was out of His mind.  Maybe it’s now that they wanted to carry out this plan.  From this and other passages in The New Testament, Jesus’ brothers never supported His ministry until after His death and resurrection (cf., JOHN 7:5).  But in the face of this rejection, Jesus says, “whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and mother.”

What a contrast … some of the people nearby are right at the edge of committing the unforgiveable sin, and Jesus reaches out and tells everyone within the sound of His voice that anyone can have an access to an intimate relationship with Him … a life where their primary identity is no longer rooted in their race, in their religion, in their family lineage, or in their social status, but that anyone can become a child of God by surrendering their heart, their mind, their will, their past, their present, and their future to God.

Are you Jesus’ mother, brother, or sister?  That is, are you committed to hearing God’s word and doing it?  Because if you do the will of God, then you’re closer in relationship to Jesus than Mary and Jesus' brothers were on this day in Capernaum.  How cool is that?!  Let’s close in prayer.

NEXT SUNDAY … MARK 4:1-20 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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